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START TO FINISH: 
WRITING YOUR BOOK 
THE SKELETON OF YOUR STORY: YOUR BOOK’S 
VOICE  
 
Article Written by: Whitney Rines 

 

 So you want to write and book, maybe even get it published. That’s 

great but, after the celebration of your decision you come to the hard 

part. Where do you start? How do you even know what to write 

about? How do you put it together? What do you do after all this?  

Well this 5-part series of articles is going to cover all those questions 

and hopefully get you on your way to the first steps. So we’re going to 

go through the questions listed and cover the answers. The way I like 

to think about putting together a story is thinking about it like I’m 

putting together a body. For me, it makes the book feel more like a 

creation I’m striving to give life to. So working from the roots, we’re 

going to take that approach here. So let’s get started on our Skeleton. 

Where do I start? 

I’m happy to inform you that you’ve already started, just by committing to the idea of writing a book. The next 

step is the planning process, putting together our skeleton. You’ve decided to write a book, now you plan out 

that book. I’m not talking about a plot line...not yet anyways. I’m talking about the technical planning of your 

book. What you want to go into it, how you want to write it and what your ultimate goal is with it. 

Every commitment has plans that lead up to a goal and writing a book is no different. Think about it as if you 

were going to go to college. You’d want to know what you were studying, how you planned to do it, and what 

your goal was for hard work you do. In this case, it’s likely employment in your field. So let’s look at the 

planning process of writing your book. 

 

Head, Shoulders, Knees, and Toes: Your Voice 

You want your book to be interesting sure, who doesn’t? The real question here is what voice do you want to 

give your book, and what do you want it to say. First, Second, or Third person, the way you present the story is 

very important. You want the voice to match the tempo of the story and choosing the way your book speaks 

goes a long way towards helping you write the story beginning to end. 

 The Skeleton of Your Story: 

Planning It Out 

 

Highlights: 

 Planning the story 

 Give it a voice 

 Give it a purpose 

 Give it a try 

Next Article:   

Putting in the guts: How do I 

know what to write about? 
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Next, what do you want the book to say and what kind of story do you want to tell? What is the point you want 

to make?  This is where the quest to figure out what parts you want to give your story. In order to answer these 

questions, you need to know who you want to speak to. This answer gets you started on what story you want to 

tell. Humor, Horror, Fantasy, Adventure, Sci-fi, Romance, Erotic, Magical Reality. The list of story types you 

can choose from goes on for miles. You can even mix them together. No one ever said that a story had to be one 

type of story. In fact, the less restriction you put on the story, the easier and the more fun you’ll have finding 

what you want to say. So mix and match it!  

 

Give it a Spine: Say Something 

The Skeleton of Your Story: Planning It Out 

Once you have decided the form that your story’s voice is going to take, you’d think okay let’s get the writing 

part started but, we haven’t completed our skeleton just yet. We still have to decide what our point is. So what is 

the point? A lot of times, stories never get started because of this massive dragon in our way to writing that 

story. It’s that big thing that gets you lost in your story before it’s 

even begun. So we’re going to tackle that dragon head on, wrestle 

it to the ground, and make it tell us its secrets. Every story has a 

point, a purpose, an endgame. Your job is to figure what that is. So 

let’s tackle that dragon shall we? 

Tackle it: I have something to share. I want to make readers feel 

(insert emotion). My statement is (your statement here). 

 Wrestle it: This (subject, feeling, moment, etc.) is what I want to 

share. This is the emotion I want others to feel and why. This is what I want readers to hear when they read my 

book. 

Time for those secrets: Where do I put what I want my book to say? The answer is everywhere. The whole 

book is your canvas to create on, so why not use everything within it to tell that story. You’ll have characters, 

scenery, conflict, resolution, and the journey it takes to get to each point. You have all that you need at your 

disposal to say what you want to. The next part is how do you say it. 

 

We’ll cover that in the next article: How do I know what to write about? Putting in the guts 

 

Love to see you there, 

Whitney Rines 


